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A N N U A L REPORT 
OF THE 
T O W N OFFICERS 
OP THE 
TOWN OF PITTSFIELD, 
For the Fiscal Year Ending February 28, 1881. 
SELECTMEN'S REPORT. 
SCHOOLS. 
Raised by vote of town, $1,460 00 
State school fund, 249 89 
Mill tax, 628 21 
Undrawn, March 1, 1880, 963 05 
Total, $3,301 15 
Amount drawn for year 1880, $2534 25 
Undrawn March 1, 1881, 766 90 
$3,301 15 
POOR FARM ACCOUNT. 
D R . 
For paid for supplies, 
" " use of furniture, 
" salary of A . M. Dean and wife, 
interest on farm and stock, 
paid for 1 pair of oxen, 
" " 1 Cow, 
" plow and harrow, 
" " medicine for poor, 
Total, 
$425 58 
10 00 
187 50 
60 00 
115 00 
40 00 
14 88 
1 25 
$854 21 
2 
CR. 
Bv cash for oxen, $130 00 
•• Limbs, 45 00 
wool and other products, 58 20 
Increased value of stock &c., 43 00 
net cost of poor on farm to balance, 578 01 
Total, $854 21 
COST OF POOR OFF OF FARM. 
A. R. Wille7. 81 00 
James Fowler and family. 77 81 
T. L. Eld ridge and family, 26 00 
J. U'. Carr, 1 00 
James A. Pushor and family, 40 90 
Myrtie M. Libbey, 3 25 
Joanna Cobb, 40 00 
John A. Chase and family, 4 08 
E. G. Patten and family, 46 56 
Lobbcus Bearce, 5 03 
Annie M. Noble. 112 0i> 
W. H. Whitten and family, 154 24 
Total cost of, $517 96 
Total cost of Pittstield poor, including physicians 
bills of, $105 20 $1095 97 
OLD LIABILITIES PAID AND INCURRED. 
Paid for roads per order of Road Commissioners of 1879, $92 54 
Paid pauper bills of 1879, 78 50 
George Call, sexton, 1879, 10 58 
George A. Lovejoy, printing town reports, 1879, 13 00 
1. H. Laneey, use of hall for 1S79. 60 00 
H. S. Nickerson, for collecting taxes of 1878, 28 62 
Palmyra, for pauper supplies furnished Hiram S. Gardner 
and family in 1878—1S79, 135 00 
L. VVyman. for town plan, 3 00 
D. D. Stewart. Attorney fee in action vs. Parkman, 125 00 
C. H. Foster, services as Selectman, 1879, 74 62 
C. H. Foster, balance of expenses, 1879, 22 15 
Alonzo Patten, balance of services as Selectman, lS79r 63 25 
Alonzo Patten, expenses, 1879, 9 20 
Frank Weeks, S. S. Committee, 1879, . 25 00 
Reuben Norton, watering trough, 1879, 5 00 
VV. S. Howe, Physician, 1879, balance o f services,. 132 25 
Abatements, 1873, 31 55 
1874, 38 67 
1875, 72 08 
1876, 47 78 
1877, 10 21 
1878, 35 46 
1879, 100 65 
Tot il, 
C U R R E N T CASH E X P E N S E S C H A R G A B L E TO FISCAL Y E A R , 
1380, P A I D A N D ASSUMED. 
Books, stationery and stamps, $ 16 00 
J . B. Gordon, for hauling water, 10 00 
T . S. Dexter, paid for sealing weights, 5 00 
C. A . Farwell, as Selectman, &c., services, 96 75 
A . P . McMaster, as Selectman, &c., services, 71 75 
C. H . Foster, •• 73 50 
A . J . Freese. as S. S. Committee, " 3 00 
Frank Weeks, " " <• 33 00 
E. C. Bryunt, " " •• " 41 00 
T . S. Dexter, as Treasurer, services, 25 00 
A . D . Mitchell, as Clerk, " 25 90 
I . II. Lancey, services as Collector, 100 00 
H. S. Nickerson, as Constable, 7 50 
C. A . Farwell, Attorney, 105 70 
S. S. Hackett, " 25 00 
Expenses of pauper suit, Palmyra vs. Pittsfleld, 213 48 
Abatements made, 191 00 
State tax, 2596 87 
County tax, 543 04 
Raised by town for schools, 1460 00 
Cash paid for repair of highways. 320 38 
Discount allowed on taxes of 1880, paid previous to Feb. 1,1881, 370 29 
Expense of poor, 1095 97 
Balance of interest, (estimated) 700 00 
Repairs on burying grounds, 11 90 
Office rent, 10 00 
Car fare, hotel bills, and contingent expenses of town officers, 97 10 
Abatements to be made (estimated,) 25 00 
Printing Town Officer's reports (estimated,) 10 00 
I. H. Lancey, hall rent, 00 00 
Total, $8344 73 
RECEIPTS. 
State, county and town taxes assessed, $9999 58 
Received from Liquor Agent, 110 00 
Cash paid in on highway taxes, 251 53 
Money collected of other towns, 1061 99 
$11,423 08 
L I A B I L I T I E S A N D RESOURCES OF THE TOWN, MARCH 1, 1881. 
LIABILITIES. 
Outstanding orders, interest included, $30,110 10 
School money undrawn, 706 90 
Abatements to be made, estimated, 00 
Percentage due Collector of 1879, 71 63 
Estimated expenses of Phinney road and bridge, at Peltoma 
Point, !325 00 
Total, $32,298 63 
4 
RESOURCES. 
Due on tax bills of 1877, 182 22 
Due on tax bills of 1879, 1646 18 
Supplemental assessment of 1880, 81 44 
Balance of principal due on G. Hathorn note, 11,900 00 
Interest on same, 751 49 
Collector's deed of S. J. Moore farm, 18 05 
Cash in hands of Treasurer, 3593 93 
Due from other towns, 185 14 
Town farm and stock, 1650 00 
Liquor, and cash in hands of Agent, 126 00 
Total, $20,034 45 
Excess of liabilities over resources, 12,264 18 
Respectfully submitted, 
A. P. McMASTER, 
C. H. POSTER, 
C. A . FARWELL, 
Selectmen, Assessors, and Overseers of the Poor of Pittsfield. 
REPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
The Superintending School Committee, of Pittsfield, respectfully sub-
mit the following as their Annual Report of the Schools of said town for 
the year ending March 1, 1881. 
DISTRICT NO. 1. 
The Summer and Winter Terms were botli taught by Carrie I. Garfield 
of this town. Order, not as good as desirable, but the improvement was 
very good. 
DISTSICT NO. 2. 
Miss Etta Parks taught the Summer Term. She is a very energetic 
teacher and rendered good service to the district. 
The Winter Term was taught by James W. Higglns. He was reason-
ably successful. 
DISTRICT NO. 3. 
The Summer Term was taught by Miss Kate I. Berdeen, and the 
Fall Term by Nettie A . Chase of Canaan. Both were profitable terms. 
Mr. Frank Weeks taught the Winter Term successfully. Mr. Weeks is 
a faithful worker in the school room. 
DISTRICT NO. 4. 
The Summer and Fall Terms were taught by Miss Myra Connor with 
the same gratifying results that have crowned her efforts in former 
years. 
The Winter Term was under the instruction of Truman M. GrifRn Mr, 
Griffin is a live teacher and his methods of instruction were well calcu-
lated to produce good progress and attention. 
DISTRICT NO. 5. 
The Spring and Summer Terms were taught by Miss Isabel Cornforth 
who proved herself one of our most successful teachers. The attendance 
and advancement were commendable. 
6 
The Fall Term was taught by Ida M. Holmes of Palmyra. Good or-
der was maintained and the closing examinations gave evidence of hard 
labor and thorough drill. 
The Winter Term is being taught by the same teacher with equal if not 
better success. We cheerfully recommend her methods of instruction 
to others. 
DISTRICT NO. 6. 
Miss Hattie E. Stinchfield taught the Summer Term with average suc-
cess. 
The Winter Term was taught by George W. Higglns with his usual 
good success. 
D I S T R I C T N O . 7 . — G R A M M A R DEPARTMENT. 
The Summer Term was under the instruction of Truman M. Griffin. 
Good order was maintained, but the school lacked that life and interest 
that have characterized Mr. Griffin's winter schools in numbers 4 and 7. 
Mr. F. L. Johnson taught the Fall Term. The order and progress 
were commendable. 
The Winter Term was taught by F. A. Twitchell. This was Mr. 
Twitchell's first experience as a teacher, and although he has excel-
lent literary qualifications yet he failed to get the good will of a large 
part of his pupils, consequently it was up-hill work for Mr. T. The 
order maintained was as good as it averages in this school. The Spring 
Term, under the charge of T. M. Griffin is now in session with evident 
signs of being a profitable term to the district. 
PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 
This school has been prosperous throughout the entire school year. 
The Summer Term was taught by Mae L. Johnson, she fully sustained her 
reputation as a prime teacher. Miss Cora E. Forbes, had charge of the 
fall term. She gained the good will of her pupils, maintained the best 
of order, and kept her classes well interested. The winter term was 
taught by Miss M. O. Orcutt. She governed with ease, and gave the 
scholars a thorough drill. The advancement was rapid. Miss Myra 
Connor is now teaching the spring term. She is a faithful laborer in the 
school room and we doubt not will render the district good service. 
DISTRICT NO. 8. 
The Summer Term, was taught by Alice E. Libbey. The pupils made 
good progress. 
Miss Emma Lucas taught both Fall and Winter Terms. Every fea-
ture of her school was commendable. We would call the attention of the 
agents to Miss Lucas as a teacher worthy of their patronage. 
DISTRICT NO. 9. 
In the Summer Term the onler was good and the advancement in the 
studies pursued full an average. It was taught by Miss Carrie I. Garfield. 
The Winter Term was taught by Beamier D. Band. It was his first 
school and the results bespeak for him sucess as a teacher. 
DISTRICT NO. 10. 
The Summer Term was taught by Miss Marcia Emery, and the Winter 
Term by Wm.M. Getchell. Both labored hard to interest their pupils, but 
their methods of instructions were somewhat faulty. With more expe-
rience this faidt will doubtless be entirely overcome. A new school house 
is needed in this district. 
DISTRICT NO. 11. 
The Summer and Winter Terms were both taught by Miss Nellie Tay-
lor. She succeeded well. 
Miss Jettie I. Farwell taught the Fall Term with fair results. 
As we review the character and progress of our schools for the past 
year, we are led to the conclusion that very generally they have been 
successful. With no disposition to whitewash failures, we are able to 
report commendable progress in most of our terms. 
All the registers have not yet been returned to your committee, but 
enough have been received to show that the average attendance in pro-
portion to the number registered has been larger than for several years. 
At the closing examinations for the winter term in district No. 5, a 
goodly number of the parents were present; a practice which we hope 
they will continue, and that parents in other districts will imitate. In 
our opinion parents should consider it a duty to visit our schools and in-
spect for themselves. Give the teachers to understand that you are co-
laborers with them in all just requirements, and let your children know 
that you take a lively interest in their studies, and that the teacher's law 
is your law, and you will see a salutary change in the character of your 
schools. 
During the year Warren's geographies have been re-adopted. Your 
committee thought it better to re-adopt, than to put parents to the ex-
pense of buying new books. Appleton's readers have been adopted in 
place of the American Educational Series; not because the latter were 
unfit, but because they were becoming distasteful to a large part of the 
students. Who of us enjoy reading our weekly or daily paper for the 
fortieth time? We believe an occasional change of text books creates a 
a new interest in our schools. This change of readers was accomplished 
without cost to the pupils. 
There are eleven school houses in town of which five are good, two 
indifferent and four bad. Some of them are fiting objects for the devel-
8 
opment of evil propensities, and have become standing invitations for the 
school boys to carve and ' 'smash". If designed as places of torture for 
both teacher and pupils, or as places wherein to create a distaste for edu-
cation, they are most certainly perfect. It is a rare thing to find an 
excellent school in every respect, in an old dilapidated school house. 
In our village district, the school house is utterly unfit to meet the 
wants of the district. The present term, some are obliged to sit in set-
tees obtained at the Institute. The best of order and progress are im-
possible under such circumstances. We believe this district, or this dis-
trict consolidated with No . 4, should have a new, commodious school 
house, with accommodations for three grades:—primary, intermediate, 
and grammar. No argument is necessary to show the desirability of 
such a change. The school house is the symbol of the people's culture. 
It is itself an educator, and is yearly stamping upon the susceptible and 
unfolding minds, impressions as lasting as the mind itself. It is surpris-
ing that some parents seem willing to allow their children to be educated 
in rooms where the walls are covered with coarse and obscene markings! 
corrupting the young and plastic minds that resort there to receive their 
first and most lasting impressions. 
Al low us to express the hope that the citizens of Pittsfield, will , b y 
their votes, show themselves friends of all measures tending to a higher 
and better education of the masses, always remembering that, "there is 
that scattereth and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more 
than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty." 
Respectfully submitted, 
F R A N K WEEKS, 
E . C. B R Y A N T . 
S. S. Committee. 
